
Comparisons of Republican and Democrat Philosophies and Positions 

Right to Life 

Republicans - Faithful to the first guarantee of the Declaration of Independence, we assert the inherent 

dignity and sanctity of al human life and affirm that the unborn child has a fundamental individual right 

to life which cannot be infringed. 

Democrats - The Democratic Party strongly and unequivocally supports Roe v. Wade and a women's 

right to choose a safe and legal abortion, regardless of ability to pay, and we oppose any and all efforts 

to weaken or underline that right. 

Traditional Marriage 

Republicans - Because out children's future is best preserved within the traditional understanding of 

marriage, we call for a constitutional amendment that fully protects marriage as a union of a man and a 

woman. So that judges cannot make other arrangements equivalent to it.   In the absence of a national 

amendment we support the right of the people of the various states to affirm traditional marriage 

through state initiatives. 

Democrats - We support the full inclusion of all families, including same-sex couples, in the life of our 

nation, and support equal responsibility, benefits, and protections.  We will enact a comprehensive 

bipartisan employment non-discrimination act.  We oppose the Defense of Marriage Act and all 

attempts to use this issue to divide us. 

Serving in the Military 

Republicans - Esprit and cohesion are necessary for military effectiveness and success on the battlefield.  

To protect our servicemen and women and ensure that America's Armed Forces remain the best in the 

world, we affirm the timelessness of those values, the benefits of traditional military culture, and the 

incompatibility of homosexuality with military service. 

Democrats - We support the repeal of "Don't Ask Don't Tell" and the implementation of policies to allow 

qualified men and women to serve openly regardless of sexual orientation. 

Appointing Judges 

Republicans - Republicans will insist on the appointment of constitutionalist judges, men and women 

who will not distort our founding documents to deny the people's right to self-government, sanction 

federal powers that violate our liberties, or inject foreign law into American jurisprudence. 

Democrats - For our Judiciary, we will select and confirm judges who are men and women of 

unquestionable talent and character, who firmly respect the rule of law, who listen to and are respectful 

of different points of view, and who represent the diversity of America.       



We support the appointment of judges who respect our system of checks and balances and the 

separation of power among the Executive Branch, Congress, and the Judiciary - and who understand 

that the Constitution protects not only the powerful, but also the disadvantaged and the powerless. 

Anti-Voter Fraud 

Republicans - We support the right of states to require an official government-issued photo 

identification for voting and call upon the Department of Justice to deploy its resources to prevent 

tampering. 

Democrats - We oppose laws that require identification in order to vote or register to vote, which create 

discriminatory barriers to the right to vote and disenfranchise many eligible voters. 

National Sovereignty 

Republicans - The United States participates in various international organizations which can, at times, 

serve the cause of peace and prosperity, but those organizations must never serve as a substitute for 

principled American leadership.  Nor should our participation in them prevent our joining with other 

democracies to protect our vital national interests. 

Democrats - The Democratic Party believes that there is no more important priority than renewing 

American leadership on the world stage.  This will require diplomatic skill as capable as our military 

might. 

United Nations 

Republicans - At the United Nations, our country will pay a fair, but not disproportionate, share of dues, 

but we will never support a UN-imposed tax.  The UN must reform its scandal-ridden and corrupt 

management and become more accountable and transparent in its operations and expenses.  As a 

matter of U.S. sovereignty, American forces must remain under American command. 

Discrimination against Israel at the UN is unacceptable.  We welcome Israel's membership in the 

Western European and Others Group at the UN headquarters and demand its full acceptance and 

participation at all UN venues.  We likewise oppose the ideological campaign against Vatican 

participation in UN conferences and other activities. 

Because the UN has no mandate to promote radical social engineering, any effort to address global 

social problems must respect the fundamental institutions of marriage and family.  

We assert the rights of families in all international programs and will not fund organizations involved in 

abortion.   

We strongly support the long-held policy of the Republican Party known as the "Mexico City policy", 

which prohibits federal monies from being given to non-governmental organizations that provide 

abortions or actively promote abortion as method of family planning in other countries.   



We reject any treaty or agreement that would violate those values.  That includes the UN convention on 

women's rights, signed in the last months of the Carter Administration, and the UN convention on the 

rights of the child.  For several reasons, particularly our concern for US sovereignty and America's long-

term energy needs, we have deep reservations about the regulatory legal, and tax regimes inherent in 

the Law of the Sea Treaty. 

Democrats - To enhance global cooperation on issues from weapons proliferation to climate change, we 

need stronger international institutions.  We believe that the United Nations is indispensable but 

requires far-reaching reform.  The U.N. Secretariat's management practices remain inadequate. 

Peacekeeping operations are overextended.  The new U.N. Human Rights Council remains biased and 

ineffective.  Yet none of these problems will be solved unless America rededicates itself to the 

organization and its mission.  We support reforming key global institutions - such as the U.N. Security 

Council and the  G-8 - so they will be more reflective of 21at century realities. 

American leadership on human rights is essential to making the world safer more just, and more 

humane.  Such leadership must begin with steps to undo the damage of the Bush years.  But we also 

must go much further.  We should work with others to shape human rights, institutions and instruments 

tailored to the 21at century.  We must make the United Nation's human rights organs more objective, 

energetic, and effective.  The U.S. must lead global efforts to promote international humanitarian 

standards and to protect civilians from indiscriminate violence during warfare.  We will champion 

accountability for genocide and war crimes, ending the scourge of impunity for massive human rights 

abuses.  We will stand up for oppressed people from Cuba to North Korea and from Burma to Zimbabwe 

and Sudan.  We will accord greater weight to human rights, including the rights of women and children, 

in our relationships with other global powers, recognizing that America's long-term strategic interests 

are more likely to be advanced when our partners are rights-respecting. 

We also support the adoption of humanitarian licensing policies that ensure medications developed 

with the U.S. taxpayer dollars are available off patent in developing countries.  We will repeal the global 

gag rule and reinstate funding for the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).  We will expand access 

to health care and nutrition for women and reduce the burden of maternal mortality. 

We will once again reclaim our role as world leaders in protecting the rights of people with disabilities.  

We will lead the United States in ratifying the U.N. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 

the first human rights treaty approved in the United Nations in the 21st century. 

Climate Change 

Republicans - The same human economic activity that has brought freedom and opportunity to billions 

has also increased the amount of carbon in the atmosphere.  While the scope and long-term 

consequences of this are the subject of ongoing scientific research, common sense dictates that the 

United States should take measured and reasonable steps today to reduce any impact on the 

government.  Those steps, if consistent with our global competitiveness will also be good for our 



national security, our energy independence, and our economy.  Any policies should be global in nature, 

based on sound science and technology, and should not harm the economy. 

Democrats - We will lead to defeat the epochal, man-made threat to the planet: climate change… Global 

climate change is the planet's greatest threat, and our response will determine the very future of life on 

this earth.  Despite the efforts of our current Administration to deny the science climate change and the 

need to act, we still believe that America can be the earth's best hope.  We will implement a market-

based cap and trade system to reduce carbon emissions by the amount scientists say is necessary to 

avoid catastrophic change and we will set interim targets along the way to ensure that we meet our 

goal.  We will invest in advanced energy technologies, to build the clean energy economy and create 

millions of new, good "Green Collar" American jobs. 

Economy 

Republicans - Economic freedom expands the prosperity pie; government can only divide it up.  That is 

why Republicans advocate lower taxes, reasonable regulation, and smaller, smarter government.  That 

agenda translates to more opportunity for more people.   

Democrats - The American experiment has worked in large part because we have guided the market's 

invisible hand with a higher principle.  Our free market was never meant to be a free license to take 

whatever you can get, however you can get it.  That is why we have put in place rules of the road.  We 

must build on the wealth that open markets have created, and share its benefits more equitably. 

Tax Policy 

Republicans - The most important distinction between Republicans and the leadership of today's 

Democratic Party concerning taxes is not just that we believe you should keep more of what you earn.  

That's true, but there is a more fundamental distinction.  It concerns the purpose of taxation.  We 

believe government should tax only to raise money for its essential functions. 

Today's Democratic Party views the tax code as a tool for social engineering.  They use it to control 

behavior, steer our choices, and change the way we live our lives.  The Republican Party will put a stop 

to both, social engineering and corporate handouts by simplifying tax policy, eliminating special deals, 

and putting those saved dollars back into the taxpayer's pockets. 

Democrats - Our agenda is ambitious - particularly in light of the current Administration's policies that 

have run up the national debt to over $4 trillion.  Just as America cannot afford to continue t run up 

huge deficits, so too can we not afford to short-change investments.  The key is to make the tough 

choices, in particular enforcing pay-as-you-go budgeting rules.  We will honor rules by our plan to end 

the Iraq war responsibly, eliminate waste in existing government programs, generate revenue by 

charging polluters for the greenhouse gases they are releasing, and put an end to the reckless, special 

interest driven corporate loopholes and tax cuts for the wealthy that have been the centerpiece of the 

Bush Administration's economic policy. 



Labor Unions 

Republicans - We affirm both the right of individuals to voluntarily participate in labor organizations and 

bargain collectively and the right of states to enact Right-to-Work laws.  But the nation's labor laws, to a 

large extent formed out of conflicts several generations ago, should be modernized to make it easier for 

employers and employees to plan, execute, and profit together.  To protect workers from misuse of 

their funds, we will conscientiously enforce federal law requiring financial reporting and transparency by 

labor unions.  We advocate paycheck protection laws to guard the integrity of the political process and 

the security of worker's earnings.  The recent attempt by congressional Democrats to deny workers a 

secret ballot in union referenda is an assault, not only against a fundamental principle of labor law, but 

even more against the dignity and honor of the American work force.  We oppose "card check" 

legislation, which deprives workers of their privacy and their right to vote, because it exposes workers to 

intimidation by union organizers. 

Democrats - That is why we support the right to organize.  We know that when unions are allowed to do 

their job of making sure that workers get their fair share, they pull people out of poverty and create a 

stronger middle class.  We will strengthen the ability of workers to organize unions and fight to pass the 

Employee Free Choice Act.  We will restore pro-worker voices to the National Labor Relations Board and 

the National Mediation Board and we support overturning the NLRB's and NMB's many harmful 

decisions that undermine the collective bargaining rights of millions of workers.  We will ensure that 

federal employees, including public safety officers who put their lives on the line every day, have the 

right to bargain collectively, and we will fix the broken bargaining process at the Federal Aviation 

Administration.  We will fight to ban the permanent replacement of striking workers, so that workers 

can stand up for themselves without worrying about losing their livelihoods.  We will continue to 

vigorously oppose "Right-to-Work" Laws and "paycheck protection" efforts whenever they are 

proposed.  Suspending labor protections during national emergencies compounds the devastation from 

the emergency.  We opposed suspension of Davis-Beacon following Hurricane Katrina, and we support 

broad application of government jobs.  We will end the exploitation practice of employers wrongly 

misclassifying workers as independent contractors.     


